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Proposed Olney Master Plan Amendment 
Updated August, 2003 

The Department of Park and Planning has begun an amendment to the Olney 
master plan, which was last updated in 1980. The update will generally focuses 
on physical planning issues, including land use, zoning, transportation, 
environment and community facilities. Final approval of the amended plan by 
the County Council is expected in June 2004. For an outline of the proposed 
master plan process please see the Olney Master Plan Amendment Schedule 
below. 

On Thursday, July 24, 2003 the Montgomery County Planning Board approved 
release of the Olney Master Plan Staff Draft as the Public Hearing Draft, and 
set September 18, 2003 as the Public Hearing date to receive testimony on the 
proposed draft. 

This Public Hearing is an opportunity for residents, landowners, civic 
associations and other interested parties formally to make their views known on 
the concepts, individual recommendations and implementation techniques put 
forth in the new master plan. The Planning Board will consider these comments 
during its worksessions on the proposed Plan, which will be held later this fall. 
The Board is expected to forward a Planning Board Draft Plan to the County 
Executive and the Montgomery County Council early next year. 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to update the Olney Master Plan. It 
recommends land use and zoning changes for certain properties within the 
Olney Master Plan Area and makes recommendations for an improved Town 
Center, community facilities, and a comprehensive network of roads, bikeways, 
and trails to improve pedestrian and vehicular circulation in the area.  

Copies of the proposed Public Hearing Draft are available at the Planning 
Board's offices at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland; at the 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
the proposed Olney Master Plan Amendment on Thursday, September 
18, 2003 at 8787 Georgia Avenue in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Those wishing to testify in person at the Public Hearing should notify the 
Commission's Community Relations Office at 301-495-4600. Those wishing 
to submit written testimony may address it to Derick P. Berlage, Chairman, 
Montgomery County Planning Board, and send it to M-NCPPC, 8787 
Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910, on or before September 18, 
2003. 

Copies of the proposed Draft Plan are available at the Planning Board's 
offices at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland; at the Planning 
Board's web site at www.mcparkandplanning.org; or via mail by calling 301-
495-4555. Reference copies are also available at the Olney Library. 
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Planning Board's web site at www.mcparkandplanning.org; or via mail by calling 
301-495-4555. Reference copies are also available at the Olney Library. 

Olney Master Plan Amendment Schedule 

July 2001 - December 2001: Start of the plan amendment process-- data 
collection, technical analysis, evaluation of existing conditions, community 
information gathering, issues identification, nominations for a citizen advisory 
group. 

January 2002 - March 2002: Staff prepares a draft Purpose and Outreach 
Strategy (POS) Report and issues it for public comment. After feedback from 
the public staff finalizes the draft POS report and presents it to the Planning 
Board for approval. The Planning Board approves the final Purpose and 
Outreach Strategy Report, which becomes the basis for the next phase. At the 
same time the Planning Board appoints a Master Plan Advisory Group whose 
principal purpose is to give input and feedback to the staff on community’s 
concerns. 

April 2002 - July 2003: Staff prepares analyses and develops various 
alternatives, presents them to MPAG and the general public for comments, and 
receives feedback. Staff prepares the Staff Draft Plan of recommendations for 
presentation to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board reviews the Staff Draft 
Plan, makes preliminary changes as appropriate, and approves the Plan for 
public hearing.  The document becomes the Public Hearing (Preliminary) 
Draft Plan. It now becomes a formal proposal by the Department to amend an 
adopted master plan. Its recommendations are not necessarily those of the 
Planning Board; it is prepared for the purpose of receiving public hearing 
testimony. 

August 2003 – December 2003: The Planning Board holds a public hearing 
and receives testimony on the Public Hearing Draft Plan. After the public 
hearing record is closed, the Planning Board holds public worksessions to 
review the testimony and to revise the Public Hearing Draft Plan as 
appropriate. When the Board’s changes are made, the document becomes the 
Planning Board Draft Plan. This document is the Planning Board’s 
recommended Plan and it reflects the revisions made by the Board in its 
worksessions on the Public Hearing Draft Plan. The Regional District Act 
requires the Planning Board to transmit the Plan directly to the County Council 
with copies to the County Executive. 

January 2004– February 2004: The Regional District Act then requires the 
County Executive to prepare and transmit, within sixty days, a fiscal impact 
analysis of the Planning Board Draft Plan to the County Council. The County 
Executive may also forward to the Council other comments and 
recommendations regarding the Planning Board Draft Plan within the sixty-day 
period. 

March 2004 – June 2004: After receiving the Executive’s fiscal impact analysis 
and comments, the County Council may hold a public hearing to receive public 
testimony on the draft Plan. After the record of this public hearing is closed, the 
Council's Planning, Housing, and Economic Development (PHED) Committee 
holds public worksessions to review the testimony and then makes 
recommendations to the County Council. The Council holds its own 
worksessions, then adopts a resolution approving the Planning Board Draft 
Plan, as revised. 

The new Master Plan approved by the County Council is forwarded to The 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission for adoption. Once 
adopted by the Commission, the Plan becomes the official Approved and 
Adopted Master Plan, and formally amends the General Plan and various 
master and sector plans cited in the Commission’s adoption resolution. Staff 
starts Sectional Map Amendment process to implement zoning changes 
included in new plan. 

>Contact Community Planning 
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Montgomery County Planning Board 
Montgomery County Department of Park & Planning 
The Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
www.mc-mncppc.org 
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